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Teneé R.J. Frazier, 
Assistant General Counsel,    
Alabama League of 
Municipalities



Open Meetings Act

Sections 36-25A-1  - 36-25A-11 

Code of Alabama, 1975

Act  2015-340
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Open Meetings Act

Presumption:

ÅAny Discussions 

ÅQuorum 

ÅCouncil / Council Committee  
ïAll together at one time 

ïSeries of meetings ς

ÅCity Business 

Must be Conducted Pursuant to 

the Open Meetings Act OMA
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Who is Covered?

Governmental Bodies

ÅMunicipal Boards, Bodies and Commissions

ïPower to Expend or Appropriate Municipal Funds 

ÅMultimember Governing Bodies, Departments, Agencies, 
Institutions, Instrumentalities, and Corporations

ïMajority of Members Appointedor Electedby Municipality

ÅQuasi-Judicial Bodies of the Executive and Legislative 
Departments of the State 

ÅStanding, Special, or Advisory Committees or 
Subcommittees of, or Appointed by, the Body.
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Who Else is Covered?

ÅVolunteer Fire Departments certified by the 
Alabama Forestry Commission

ÅCommunity Action Agencies established by: 

ïCounty

ïMunicipality

ïPrivate, Nonprofit Agency Newly Established By 
Local Ordinance 

voluntarily
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Who is NOT Covered?

ÅVoluntary Membership Associations 

ïPublic Employees

ïCounties 

ïMunicipalities or their Instrumentalities

ÅWithout Legislative or Executive Functions
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Open Meetings Act

What is a Meeting?
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Meeting #1

ÅPrearranged Gathering

ÅQuorum  

ïGovernmental Body

ïCommittee

ïSubcommittee of a Governmental Body

ÅTime and Place Set by Law/ Operation of Law

TRJF



Quorum

ÅMajority 

ÅVoting Members 

ÅGovernmental Body

Four Members Constitute a Quorum when Council  
consists of Five Councilmembers and a Mayor.

Mayor is Included in Quorum Count when Population 
is LESS THAN 12,000. AGO 2004-054.
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Establishing a Quorum

ÅPhysically Present

ÅNo Telephone Conference

ÅNo Voting or Participating via Electronic Means
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Meeting #2

ÅPrearranged Gathering

ÅQuorum (Majority) 

ïGovernmental Body

ïCommittee

ïSubcommittee of a Governmental Body

ÅAuthorized to Exercise Powers 

ÅApprove Expenditure of Public Funds
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